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Ms. Tziarri
AP English Literature and Composition Syllabus 2021-2022

Course Description
 AP English Literature and Composition is an introductory college-level literature and writing course designed by the College Board and offered at the high school level in accordance with College Board requirements provided in the AP English Course Description. It is designed to prepare students to successfully complete the AP English examination and receive college credit at participating colleges and universities. 

The AP English Literature and Composition course focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing about literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various periods. Students engage in close reading and critical analysis to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as the use of figurative language, imagery, and symbolism. Writing assignments include in-class and take-home essays that require students to analyze and interpret literary works. 

Writing instruction will include attention to the following core elements of the AP English 
Literature scoring criteria: 
· fully responding to a given prompt with a defensible thesis that presents an interpretation and may establish a line of reasoning; 
· making textual references (direct quotes or paraphrases) that are relevant to the thesis;
· providing well-developed commentary that consistently and explicitly explains the relationship between the evidence and the thesis; 
· demonstrating sophistication of thought and/or developing a complex literary argument; 
· writing with a grammatical and/or mechanical sense of authority and style. 

Throughout the course students will practice both timed essays and longer out-of-class papers. Through constructive feedback from both the instructor and peers, students will revise some of their pieces into polished final drafts. 

Most important to success in AP English Literature is hard work on the part of each individual student as evidenced by the careful reading of texts, engagement in class discussions, and timely completion of all work, ever seeking to improve as an accurate reader and effective writer. 

Course Texts
Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound & Sense (poetry, short fiction, exam skills)
King Lear – William Shakespeare
Hamlet – William Shakespeare (in relation to King Lear)
A Thousand Acres – Jane Smiley
The Scarlet Letter – Nathaniel Hawthorne
[bookmark: _GoBack]Frankenstein – Mary Shelley (excerpts)
Song of Solomon – Toni Morrison
There There – Tommy Orange
The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald (excerpts)
Personal Choice Book

Big Ideas and Enduring Understandings 
These are the foundation of the course - revisiting them and applying them consistently will help you to develop a deeper understanding of concepts. 
· CHARACTER - Characters in literature allow readers to study and explore a range of values, beliefs, assumptions, biases, and cultural norms represented by those characters. 
· SETTING - Setting and the details associated with it not only depict a time and place, but also convey values associated with that setting. 
· STRUCTURE - The arrangement of the parts and sections of a text, the relationship of the parts to each other, and the sequence in which the text reveals information are all structural choices made by a writer that contribute to the reader’s interpretation of a text. 
· NARRATION - A narrator’s or speaker’s perspective controls the details and emphases that affect how readers experience and interpret a text. 
· FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE - Comparisons, representations, and associations shift meaning from the literal to the figurative and invite readers to interpret a text.
· LITERARY ARGUMENTATION - Readers establish and communicate their interpretations of literature through arguments supported by textual evidence. 

Reading and Writing Assignments 
You are expected to carefully read each assigned text in a timely manner. Give yourself enough time to do close readings of texts because they require multiple readings and annotations.

You will write multiple in-class essays, take-home critical essays, and creative assignments in relation to the assigned texts and units of study. Opportunities for peer review, writing workshops, and teacher conferences are included throughout the course. 

All work must be completed and ready for submission or discussion on the dates assigned. All assignments will be posted on Google Classroom. You are responsible for completing work you missed while absent. Check the Google Classroom calendar. Late work is NOT accepted in an AP class, so be proactive! 

Grading 
AP English Literature is designed to reward students who work hard and show commitment and improvement over the course of the year. Your marking period grades will reflect your level of effort, commitment, and engagement in the class. 

Grades will be weighted according to district policy: 
Homework: 10%
Participation: 15% (see rubric)
Classwork: 30%
Summative: 45%




Student Conduct 
All students are required to abide by the HS Handbook and Code of Conduct, which includes academic integrity and personal responsibility for learning. Students are responsible for understanding the requirements for the course, and for complying with school rules.
· Follow the student handbook rules.
· Be on time for the class. School rules apply regarding tardiness to class ((3 lates = 1 absence). 
· Be responsible for missed assignments. Check the class calendar and Google Classroom every day. It is your responsibility to inquire about missed work when you return to class.
· Be ready to begin at the beginning of class. Report to class with your materials (laptop, text) and to have completed all assigned work.
· Be courteous, show respect for everyone in the classroom, and use common sense. School rules apply regarding discipline issues.
· All assignments must be handed in on time. No late assignments are accepted (see me if there are extenuating circumstances). 
· Do not cheat or plagiarize. This will always result in a zero and the academic dishonesty will be recorded.  A student is guilty of academic dishonesty if he or she knowingly represents the work of others as his or her own, uses or obtains unauthorized sources in the execution of academic work, or allows other students to copy his or her work.
AP Exam Information 
The 2022 exam will be a paper-and-pencil one (not online) on Wednesday, May 4th, at 8am. The College Board has mandated a new registration policy for AP Exams. Students will go online, via access code, to register for any given exam. Students will use the access code provided in class to begin the registration process. More information will follow.

Course Outline
*Note that units will often overlap; you will read an assigned text at home while we work on another text in class.  All units will include specific AP test preparation and practice, especially as we get closer to the exam date. 

Unit 1 – Course Introduction and Summer Reading: King Lear, A Thousand Acres, Hamlet
Unit 2 – Semester project (assigned in September, due in January)
Unit 3 – Short Fiction 
Unit 4 – Longer Fiction: The Scarlet Letter and Frankenstein
Unit 5 – Poetry
Unit 6 – Longer Fiction: Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison
Unit 7 – Longer Fiction: There There and The Great Gatsby (excerpts)
Unit 8 – Short Fiction and Poetry review and practice





